
 

Welcome to EcoSun Prairie Farms 

EcoSun Prairie Farms is a South Dakota non-profit corporation 
formed in April, 2007. It received tax exempt status and 
classification as a public charity from the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) in February, 2008.  

EcoSun was established to demonstrate to agricultural 
producers, public servants, conservationists, and the general 
public the potential economic and ecological benefits of 
establishing grass-based farms on converted cropland on some 
of the most productive soils in the former tall grass prairie region 
of central North America.  

To advance this goal, EcoSun has leased and is managing a 
private, working farm (hereafter called “The Prairie Farm”) for 
the purpose of demonstrating how to make a sustained and 
earned living from restored grassland and grass products while 
protecting and enhancing the natural environment. This concept 
contrasts with most modern agricultural practices and 
commodities that are less sustainable in the long run because of 
large fossil fuel inputs for production and distribution, 
environmental degradation in the form of soil erosion, ground 
and surface water pollution, biocide residues, and 
impoverishment of natural resource capital such as biodiversity 
and soil carbon. Also, much of current agriculture rests on an 
economic foundation of commodity price supports that are likely 
to be reduced or even eliminated in the future. 

The Prairie Farm promotes the benefits of a working landscape 
by emphasizing the potential of multifunctional agriculture, 
defined as the joint production of standard commodities (e.g., 
food and/or fiber) and ecological services such as clean air and 
water and high biodiversity. 
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Welcoming Comments 
EcoSun Prairie Farms Overview 

 Dr. Carter Johnson - SDSU 

Rural Advantage: 3rd Crops & Bioenergy 

 Jill Sackett  -UMN Extension Educator 

 

 

An application for Continuing Education Units (CEU) for Certified 
Crop Advisors (CCA) has been submitted.  Please make sure you 
have completed the sign-up sheet.  

 

In the Field 
1) Matching Biofuel Crops to the Land 

2) Cup Plant; Increasing Bio-Diversity in Feedstock 
Production 

 
3) Switchgrass: Seed & Feedstock Production 

4) Renovating CRP for Feedstock Production 

5) Harvesting Native Grasses 

6) Feedstock Production and Wildlife Habitat 

7) Prairie Cordgrass Production & Wetland Restoration  

Featured Speakers: 
- Dr. Arvid Boe 

SDSU, Plant Science Department 
- Dr. Carter Johnson 

SDSU, Horticulture Forestry Landscape and Parks 
- Dr. Vance Owens 

SDSU, Plant Science Department 
- Dr. Susan Rupp 

SDSU, Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences 
- Ms. Jill Sackett 

University of Minnesota Extension 
- Dr. Tom Schumacher 

SDSU, Plant Science Department 
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